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Holiday leftovers? A celebrity 
chef shows what to do 


Louisville, Kentucky 


Courier Journal 


PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK 


Louisville Oddities 


The first 
Scripps 
Spelling 

Bee was 
sponsored 
by Courier 
Journal in 1925. 
COURIER JOURNAL ARCHIVE 


The Pan 
statue 
on 
Hogan’s “ 
Fountain `. 
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A GUIDE TO THE WEIRD, 


WONDERFUL, AND OBSCURE 
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Kevin Gibson poses with his book “Secret Louisville” on the steps of the 
mansion facade. ASTRID HACKER/COURIER JOURNAL 


New book details city’s unusual, 
interesting places and folklore 


Kirby Adams 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


When it comes to oddball secrets, 
unusual history and peculiar places 
around Louisville, Kevin Gibson knows 
more than most. 

Gibson can direct you to a historic 
prayer grotto ina most unlikely location, 
explain the building facade facing River 
Road and reveal the Louisville origin of 
the term “workaholic.” 

“I started by researching some of the 
more unusual locations and rumors ld 
heard about,” said the Louisville-based 


author, “but I ended up discovering a lot 
about the unique history of Louisville.” 

The result of his research and wan- 
derings is compiled in “Secret Louis- 
ville: A Guide to the Weird, Wonderful, 
and Obscure,” (Reddy Press, $19.95). 

Gibson uncovered 89 stories — yes, 
that many! - which provide readers 
with a different view of the city we 
doubt you learned in history class at 
school. 

The beauty of this book are the inter- 
esting tidbits about the places we rou- 
tinely pass by every day that we’ve al- 


See SECRETS, Page 10A 


Sauerkraut 
Cave is in 
Tom Sawyer 
Park. MARTY PEARL/ 
SPECIAL TO COURIER JOURNAL 


Kirby 
Adams 
and 
Gibson 
walk 
down 
the 
Chicken 
Steps. 
ASTRID 
HACKER/COURIER 
JOURNAL 


Louisville native Spalding chasing his NBA dream 


U of L forward wants to 
be a ‘household name’ 


Jeff Greer 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Ray Spalding walked into the players’ 
lounge at the KFC Yum Center last week 
and eased his 6-foot-10, 215-pound 


frame onto a black sofa. 

In sweatpants and tired after a prac- 
tice, the Louisville native put off the 
vibe he always puts off, that he is laid- 
back, easygoing and respectfully soft- 
spoken. He’s not necessarily shy; Spal- 
ding is considered one of the team’s 
leading comedians and pranksters. He’s 
just reserved and calm and always ready 
with a “yes, sir” or “no, sir.” 

Yet there was an excitement in his 


voice when he looked at the walls. 
Framed NBA jerseys of former Louisville 
players wrap around the room. There’s a 
Donovan Mitchell Utah Jazz jersey, a 
Terry Rozier Boston Celtics jersey, even 
a Mangok Mathiang Charlotte Hornets 
jersey. 

As he studied the jerseys, the Trinity 
High School grad, who grew up in the 
West End of Louisville, was reminded of 
his answer to a question in the Cards’ 


media guide. Asked about his personal 
goal in college, Spalding wrote that it 
was to “be remembered by everyone.” 

“When I wrote that, I was thinking 
about all these names, all these jerseys 
hung up here,” Spalding said. “This is 
the dream.” 

While Spalding was never shy about 
his goal of reaching the NBA, he was shy 


See SPALDING, Page 6A 
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Road-weary truckers risk lives on the job. AUSA TODAY 


NETWORK investigation. 1B 
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2017 LEXUS RX 350 AWD 
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Cards vs. Cats 


Beating UK won’t earn David Padgett the permanent 
head coaching job at U of L, but it could help. 1C 
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Weather 


High 42° X Low 22° 
Chilly. Forecast, 2A 
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